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CI Leadec 
New Voice: New Policy, New Britain 
Within the UK new opportunities are 
emerging to encourage and promote 
the debate on Citizen's Income. The UK 
Government's programme o f  
constitutional reform is having a 
fundamental effect on the relationship 
between citizens and the  newly 
devolved structures of government. The 
impact o f  devolution and the  
consequences of transfer of power, 
have profound implications for policy 
formation. 

We no longer live in a unitary state, 
wi th  a single common ident i ty.  
Representative bodies in  Wales, 
Northern Ireland and Scotland, and 
growing interest in regional government 
in England, mean that Britain is now 
more diverse than ever. We now need 
much clearer rules for regulating 
relations between the constituent parts 
of the Union. Perhaps this is the time 
for a written constitution for the UK - a 
wr i t ten const i tut ion which has 
enshrined in i t  economic as well as 
social rights. There is now an urgent 
need, if we are to cope successfully 
with the tensions that will inevitably 
arise from the existence of powerful 
bodies in Cardiff, Belfast, Edinburgh and 
London. This is particularly the case for 
those working, researching and 
delivering programmes which focus on 
the relief of poverty. 

The UK needs to be aoverned in the 

structure of its own, and that its affairs 
are dealt w i th  through a British 
Parliament in which MPs from outside 
England sit.) Under the current devolved 
framework, the Scottish Parliament has 
more powers than the Welsh Assembly 
does, and they both have different 
powers to  the Northern I re land 
Assembly. This means that there are 
certain areas where Westminster 
legislates for England alone, but others 
where i t  leaislates for combinations of 
England, wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland, for example social security. 

On the  1 July 1999 a devolved 
Government for  Scotland was 
inaugurated. On 29 October 1999 the 
Scottish Finance Minister Jack 
McConnell, announced funding of 
£300,000 for the Scottish Civic Forum 
over a 3-year period. This has been 
viewed as a sign of commitment to the 
new politics of participation. It is of 
course not the only means of involving 
civic society in the new politics but it is 
a vital part of the new Scotland. The 
all-party Consultative Steering Group 
(CSG) has endorsed the concept of the 
Civic Forum as one of several means of 
helping the participation of civic society 
in the decision-making process. The 
commitment to supporting the Civic 
Forum is set out in both the Partnership 
Agreement and the Programme for 
Government of the Scottish Parliament. 

l ight  o f  Britain's -constitutional TheCivic Forum will makea contribution 
revolution. (People have suddenly to ensure that the Scottish Parliament 
realised that England has no democratic is accessible, open and responsive and 

A Citizen's lncome is an unconditional, non-withdrawable income payable to each individual as a right of citizenship 






























